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purposes of this disclosure it is assumed that such a navigation function requires 
a bandwidth of approximately 3.3 million bits per second (Mbps). Thus, at step 
206, 3.3Mbps of bandwidth Is reserved for the customer or subscriber of step 
204. 



ITM THE CLAII\4S 

Please replace claims 17, 19. 20, 23. 24. 26-35, 37-38. and 43 with the 

following amended clai ms: _ . 

\/l7. (amended) In a video-on-demand (VOD) distribution system cornpri^i 



provider equipment and subscriber equipment, said provider equipm^t providing 
VOD content to said subscriber equipment via a foiwaiji.eKa^^ said subscriber 
equipment requesting said VOD content via aj:>adrchannel, a metliod 
comprising the steps of: 

determining whetlier saW.VC5b distribution system Inas sufficient 
bandwidtli available to prpsrt^ VOD content requested by a subscriber; 

providing, ip4Ke event of appropriate bandwidth availability, said 
requested VQt^content to said subscriber using said appropriate bandwidth; and 

w/idlng, in the event of minimum bandwidth availability, said requested 
V0O content to said subscriber using said minimu m b andwidth. ^ 




(amended) The method of claim 18, further compri&in^he step of: 
repeating, for a predetermined number otitef^ons, said step of waiting 
and said first and second steps of providfrt^aid requested VOD content 



20, (amended) ThpjFrt^od of claim 19, further comprising the step of 
denying, afterpai6predetermined number of iteratlonSp access to said requested 
VOD cQpt^nt to said subscriber. 
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23' (amended) The method of clalml; wherein said requested VOD^ntent is 
stored in said provider equipment at an appropriate bandwidthleyei^d at a 
minimum bandwidth level. 

24. (amended).The method of claim IJ^wfi^ein said appropriate bandwidth 
level represents a bandwidth leve!>«fficient to provide said requested 
information to said subscn{)et^out qualitatively degrading said requested 
information, and sajd-ililnlmum bandwidth level represents a bandwidth level 
sufficient to prdvlde said requested information to said subscriber where said 
reque^t^nfbmiation is qualitatively degraded. 




126. (amended) The method of claim 25, wherein said componerrt/foading 
'^O / levels are determined with respect to the type of VOD content repjuested. 

27. (amended) The method of claim 26, wherein said VOD content type 
comprises one of a video, audio, audiovisual and data^type. 




28. (amended) The method of claim 27, whej^n said VOD content types 
comprise video formats having differing quality levels. 

29. (amended) The method of claim^e, wherein infomiatlon requests from 
each of a plurality of requesting subscribers are used to provide VOD content 
type data for modeling the component loading levels, said subscriber requests for 
VOD content being aggregated to control bandwidth utilization levels such that 
infonriation degradation ia/managed in an orderly fashion. 

30. (amended) \n/n video-on-demand (VOD) distribution system comprising 
provider equipment and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment providing 
VOD content to/said subscriber equipment via a forward channel, said subscriber 
equipment requesting said information via a back channel, provider equipment 
apparatusycomprlsing: 
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a session manager, for receiving VOD content requests from y 
subscriber equipment and detemiining, for each received request. Wether said 
VOD distribution system has sufficient bandwidth available to proyide the 

requested VOD content; and 

an Information server, coupled to said session manag/r, for providing said 
requested VOD content at an appropriate bandwidth in the^se of appropriate 
bandwidth availability, and for providing said requested/oD content at a minimal 
bandwidth in the case of at least minimal bandwidth availability. 



31 . (amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein: 
said session manager, In response to a/detemnlnation that less than a 

minimum bandwidth is available, waiting foya predetermined period of time and 
detemiining, for each received VOD conte(nt request not being fulfilled, whether 
said VOD distribution system has suffiofent bandwidth available to provide the 
requested VOD content. 

32. (amended) The apparatus'of claim 31 , wherein: 
said session manager, in response to a final determination that less than a 

minimum bandwidth is avail^le, denying access to said VOD content to said 
requesting subscriber. 



33. (amended) The^apparatus of claim 30. further comprising: 
a transport piocessor, for packetizing information provided by said 

information servec? 

said session manager determining said VOD distribution system 
bandwidth wit/ respect to at least a bandwidth utilization level of said transport 
processor. 

34. (amended) The apparatus of claim 30, further comprising: 
plurality of data storage devices, coupled to said information server via a 

videoy&witch; 
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said session manager determining said VOD distribution system 
bandwidth with respect to at least one a bandwidth utilization level ofsaid. 
switch and a bandwidth utilization level of a storage devicesjn^luet^ 
requested information. 

35. (amended) The apparatusotoJ^irrTaO, further comprising: 

a digital video moduJatdiCfor modulating packetized infomiatlon streams 
onto a carrier, 

said^e^n manager detemiining said VOD distribution system 
Iwidvtfi^ with respect to a bandwidth utilization level of said digital video 
modulator. _. , =^ 



cont 



IS 



stored 



^ 37. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein said requested VOD 
^ / in said provider equipment at an appropriate bandwidth lev^lafiS at a minimum 
bandwidth level. 



38. (amended) The apparatus of cl^iFrTSO, wherein said appropriate 
bandwidth level represents a bapdmlth level sufficient to provide said requested 
VOD content to said sub^crlrcr without qualitatively degrading said requested 
VOD content, an^^s^id minimum bandwidth (eve! represents a bandwidth level 
sufficientj^^^rovide said requested VOD content to said subscriber where said 
I VOD content is qualitatively degraded. 



Jested 



43. (amended) The apparatus of claim>©r^erein information requests from 
each of a plurality of requestino^ubgcribers are used to provide VOD content 
type data for modeling ttje'i^mponent loading levels, said subscriber requests for 
VOD content beipg'^regated to control bandwidth utilisation levels such that 
informatior>€l€gradatlon is managed in an orderly fashion. 
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